VIOLENCE AGAINST PERSONS (PROHIBITION) ACT, 2015
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Act prohibits all forms of violence against persons in private and public life, and

provides maximum protection and effective remedies for victims and punishment of

offenders.



VIOLENCE AGAINST PERSONS (PROHIBITION) ACT, 2015
A Bill
For

An Act to eliminate violence in private and public life, prohibit all forms of violence against persons and to
provide maximum protection and effective remedies for victims and punishment of offenders; and for

related matters.
{ } Commencement.
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ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of Nigeria-

PART I — OFFENCES
1. (1) A person commits the offence of rape if- Definition of rape.

(a) he or she intentionally penetrates the vagina, anus or mouth of another
person with any other part of his or her body or anything else;

(b) the other person does not consent to the penetration; or

(c) the consent is obtained by force or means of threat or intimidation of
any kind or by fear of harm or by means of false and fraudulent
representation as to the nature of the act or the use of any substance or
additive capable of taking away the will of such person or in the case
of a married person by impersonating his or her spouse. /

(2) A person convicted of an offence under subsection (1) of this section is liable to

imprisonment for life except -

(a) where the offender is less than 14 years of age, the offender is liable to
a maximum of 14 years imprisonment:

(b) in all other cases. to a minimum of 12 years imprisonment without an
option of fine; or

(c¢) in the case of rape by a group of persons, the offenders are liable
jointly to a minimum of 20 years imprisonment without an.pption of

fine.

(3) The Court shall also award appropriate compensation to the victim as it may deem

fit in the circumstance.

(4) A register for convicted sexual offenders shall be maintained and accessible to the

public.

(1) A person who willfully causes or inflicts physical injury on another person by Inflicting physical
mjury on a person.

means of any weapon, substance or object, commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding Syears or a fine not exceeding

¥100,000.00 or both.
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(2) A person who attempts to commit the act of violence provided for in subsection (1)
of this section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 3 years or to a fine not exceeding ¥200,000.00 or both.

(3) A person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of
violence provided for in subsection (1) of this section commits an offence and is
liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 3 years or to a fine

not exceeding :200,000.00 or both.

(4) A person who receives or assists another who, 1o his knowledge commits an offence
“ under subsection (1) of this section, is an accessory after the fact and is liable on
conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 3 years or to a fine not

exceeding ¥200,000.00 or both.

(5) The Court may also award appropriate compensation to the victim as it may deem
fit in the circumstance.

A person who coerces another to engage in any act to the detriment of that other
person's physical or psychological well being, commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to term of imprisonment of 3 years.

(1) A person who willfully or knowingly places a person in fear of physical injury
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not
exceeding 2 years or to a fine not exceeding 200,000:00 or both.

(2) A person who attempts to commit the offence as provided for in subsection (1) of
this section commits an offence and is liable on conviction .to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not exceeding 100,000 or both.

(3) A person who aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the offence
provided for in subsection (1) of this section commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not exceeding

2200.000.00 or both.

(4) A person who receives or assists another who has committed the offence provided
for in subsection (1) of this section is an accessory after the fact and is liable on
conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not exceeding

N200. 000.00 or both.

(1) A person who compels another, by force or threat, to engage In any conduct or act,
sexual or otherwise, to the detriment of the victim's physical or psychological well-
being commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not
exceeding 2 years or to a fine not exceeding N500, 000.00 or both.

(2) A person who atiempts to commit the offence provided for in subsection (1) of this
section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment
not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not exceeding N300,000.00 or both.

(3) A person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to comm it the offence
provided for in subsection (1) of this section commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not

Coercion.

Willfully placing a
Person in fear of
physical injury.

Offensive conduct.
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9.

exceeding N300,000.00 or both.

(4) A person who receives or assists another who. to his or her knowledge, committed
the offence provided for in subsection (1) of this section is an accessory after the
fact and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 3 years or

to a fine not exceeding N500,000.00 or both.

(1) The circumcision or genital mutilation of the girl child or woman is hereby
prohibited.

(2) A person who performs female circumcision or genital mutilation or engages
4nother to carry out such circumcision or mutilation commits an offence and is
liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 4 years or to a fine not

exceeding N200,000.00 or both.

(3) A person who attempts to commit the offence provided for in subsection (2) of this
section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment
not exceeding 2 years or to a fine not exceeding N100,000.00 or both.

(4) A person who incites. aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the offence
provided for in subsection (2) of this section commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 2 years or to a fine not

exceeding N100,000.00 or both.

Any person who, with intent to defraud or conceal an offence or frustrate the
investigation and prosecution of offenders under this Act or under any other enactment

’

(a) destroys, alters, mutilates, or falsifies any book or document, dress or
clothing which could serve as evidence or exhibits,

(b) omits, or is privy to omitting, any material particular from any such
document, book, dress or clothing,

commits a felony and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 3
years or to a fine not exceeding N500,000.00 or both.

A person who willfully makes false statement, whether oral or documentary, in any
judicial proceeding under this Act or with the aim of initiating investigation or criminal
proceedings under this Act against another person commits an offence under this Act
and is liable on conviction to a fine of N200, 000 or a term of imprisonment not

exceeding 12 months.

(1) A person who forcefully evicts his or her spouse from his or her home or refuses
him or her access commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 2 years or to a fine not exceeding N300,000.00 or both.

(2) A person who attempts to commit the offence provided for in subsection (1) of this
section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment

not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not exceeding N200,000.00 or both.

(3) A person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the offence

Prohibition of {female
circumcision or genital
mutilation.

Frustrating
investigation.

Willfully making false
statements.

Forceful ejection from
home.



as provided for in subsection (1) of this section commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not exceeding
N200,000.00 or both.

(4) A person who receives or assists another who, to his or her knowledge, committed
the offence provided for in subsection (1) of this section is an accessory afier the
fact and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or to

a fine not exceeding N200,000.00 or both.

10. (1) A person who deprives another of his or her liberty, except pursuant to a court order
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not
“exceeding 2 years or to a fine not exceeding N500,000.00 or both.

(2) A person who attempts to commit the offence provided for in subsection (1) of this
section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment
not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not exceeding N200,000.00 or both.

(3) A person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit an offence
as provided for in subsection (1) of this section commits an offence and is liable
on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 2 years or to a fine not

exceeding N300,000.00 or both.

(4) A person who receives or assists another who, to his or her knowledge, committed
the offence provided for in subsection (1) of this section is an accessory after the
fact and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or
to a fine not exceeding N100,000.00 or both.

11. (1) A person who causes mischief or destruction or damage to property of another with
intent to cause or knowing that it is likely to cause distress or annoyance to the
victim, commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment
not exceeding 2 years or to a fine not exceeding N300, 000.00 or both.

(2) A person who attempts to commit the offence provided for in subsection (1) of this
section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment
not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not exceeding N200,000.00 or both.

(3) A person who incites, aids. abets, or counsels another person to commit the offence
as provided for in subsection (1) of this section commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not

exceeding N200,000.00 or both.

(4) A person who receives or assists another who, to his or her knowledge, committed
the offence provided for in subsection (1) of this section is an accessory after the
fact and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or to

a fine not exceeding N200,000.00 or both.

2. (1) A person who causes forced financial dependence or economic abuse of another
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not
exceeding 2 years or to a fine not exceeding N500,000.00 or both.

(2) A person who attempts to commit the offence provided for in subsection (1) of this
section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment

Depriving a person of
his or her liberty.

Damage to property
with intent to cause
distress.

Forced financial
dependence or
economic abuse.



not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not exceeding N200,000.00 or both.

(3) A person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the offence
as provided for in subsection (1) of this section commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not

exceeding N200,000.00 or both.

(4) A person who receives or assists another who, to his or her knowledge, committed
the offence provided for in subsection (1) of this section is an accessory after the
fact and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 6 months

or to a fine not exceeding N100,000.00 or both.
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13. (1) A person who forcefully isolates or separates another from family and friends
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not
exceeding 6 months or to a fine not exceeding N100,000.00 or both.

(2) A person who attempts to commit the act of violence provided for in subsection (1)
of this section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 3 months or to a fine not exceeding N100,000.00 or

both.

(3) A person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the offence
&s provided for in subsection (1) of this section commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 3 months or to a fine not

exceeding N100,000.00 or both.

(4) A person who receives or assists another who, to his or her knowledge, committed
the offence provided for in subsection (1) of this section is an accessory after the
fact and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 3 months

or 1o a fine not exceeding N100,000.00 or both.

14. (1) A person who causes emotional, verbal and psychological abuse on another
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not

exceeding 1 year or to a fine not exceeding N200,000.00 or both.

(2) A person who attempts to commit the act of violence provided for in subsection (1)
of this section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 6 months or to a fine not exceeding N100,000.00 or

both.

(3) A person who incites, aids. abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of
violence as provided for in subsection (1) of this section commits an offence and 1s
liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 6 months or to a fine

not exceeding N100,000.00 or both.

(4) A person who receives or assists another who, to his or her knowledge, committed
the offence provided for in subsection (1) of this section is an accessory after the
fact and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 6 months or

to a fine not exceeding N100,000.00 or both.

15. (1) A person who subjects a widow to harmful traditional practices commits an offence
and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not excesding 2 years or to a

Forced isolation or
separation from family
and friends.

Emotional, verbal and
psychological abuse.

Harmful widowhood
practices.



fine not exceeding N500,000.00 or both.

(2) A person who attempts to commit the act of violence provided for in subsection (1)
of this section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not exceeding N200,000.00 or both.

(3) A person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of
violence as provided for in subsection (1) of this section commits an offence and is
liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not

exceeding N200,000.00 or both.

(4)'A person who receives or assists another who, to his or her knowledge, committed
the offence provided for in subsection (1) of this section is an accessory after the
fact and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 6 months or

to a fine not exceeding N100,000.00 or both.

16. (1) A person who abandons a wife or husband, children or other dependent without any
means of sustenance commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 3 years or to a fine not exceeding N500,000.00 or both.

(2) A person who attempts to commit the act of violence provided for in subsection (1)
of this section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 2 years or to a fine not exceeding N200,000.00 or both.

(3) A person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of
violence as provided for in subsection (1) of this section commits an offence and is
liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 2 years or to a fine not

exceeding N200,000.00 or both. ‘

(4) A person who receives or assists another who, to his or her knowledge, committed
the offence provided for in subsection (1) of this section is an accessory after the
fact and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or to

a fine not exceeding N100,000.00 or both.

17. (1) A person who stalks another commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a
term of imprisonment not exceeding 2 years or to a fine not exceeding N500,000.00

or both.

(2) A person who attempts to commit the act of violence provided for in subsection (1)
of section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to @ term of
imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or to fine not exceeding N200,000.00 or both.

(3) A person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of
violence as provided for in subsection (1) of this section commits an offence and is
liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not

exceeding N200,000,00 or both.

(4) A person who receives or assists another who, to his or her knowledge, committed
the offence provided for in subsection (1) of this section is an accessory afier the
fact and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or

to a fine not exceeding N100,000.00 or both.

Abandonment of
Spouse, Children and
other Dependants
without sustenance.

Stalking.



18. (1) A person who intimidates another commits an offence and is liable on conviction 1o
a term of imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not exceeding N200,000.00

o

or both.

(2) A person who attempts to commit the act of violence provided for in subsection (1)
of this section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 6 months or to a fine not exceeding N100,000.00 or

both.

(3) A person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of
violence as provided for in subsection (1) of this section commits an offence and is
“liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 6 months or to a fine

not exceeding N100,000.00 or both.

(4) A person who receives or assists another who, to his or her knowledge, committed
the offence provided for in subsection (1) of this section is an accessory after the
fact and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 6 months or

to a fine not exceeding N100,000.00 or both.

19. (1) A person who batters his or her spouse commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 3 years or to a fine not

exceeding N200,000.00 or both.

(2) A person who attempts to commit the act of violence provided for in subsection (1)
of this section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not exceeding N100,000.00 or both.

(3) A person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of

violence as provided for in subsection (1) of this section commits an offence and is
liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or to a fine not

exceeding N200,000.00 or both.

(4) A person who receives or assists another who, to his or her knowledge, committed
the offence provided for in subsection (1) of this section is an accessory after the
fact and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or

to a fine not exceeding N200,000.00 or both.

20. (1) A person who carries out harmful traditional practices on another commits an
offence and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 4 years

or to a fine not exceeding N500,000.00 or both. -y

(2) A person who attempts to commit the act of violence provided for in subsection (1)
of this section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 2 years or to a fine not exceeding N300,000.00 or

both.

(3) A person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of
violence as provided for in subsection (1) of this section commits an offence and is
liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 2 years or to a fine

not exceeding N300,000.00 or both.

(4) A person who receives or assists another who, to his or her knowledge, committed

Intimidation.

Spousal battery.

Harmful traditional
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